
Hello there readers, I’d like to introduce myself. 
My name is Emma Deicke and I am your Miss Rodeo 
Australia for 2017! 

I have the pleasure in living in the very beautiful and 

picturesque Whitsunday Region. I’ve also had the immense 

pleasure of growing up and still living on my parent’s 25,000 

acre cattle and cane property called ‘Collingvale Station’ that 

has been in my family since 1904. 

I am extremely honoured to be picked to represent Australia 

internationally and to be an ambassador for Australia’s most 

historical sport, Rodeo. A sport that brings the whole family 

together, young, old, male, female, no matter where you live, 

you can be involved in Rodeo. 

Within this position I would like to bring Rodeo to not only 

the Whitsunday Coast but to coastal areas all around Australia. 

Since being crowned I spent a week within Warwick for some 

extensive orientation, then headed off to my very first Rodeo 

as MRA in Wagga Wagga. 

Where I had the pleasure in meeting the very famous and 

respected man, John ‘Happy’ Gill. He showed me his lovely 

home and the memorabilia hanging throughout his house, the 

history in one home blew my mind. 

On Friday I spent my day in the mall handing out flyers for 

the rodeo and also signing a few sheets for the little cowgirls 

of Wagga, along with a trip to the Civic Centre and to meet the 

lovely Margaret Gill (now what a woman she is!). Saturday was 

the big day, my first ever rodeo as MRA (talk about nervous). 

The day flew by and it was a whirlwind of meeting new 

people, working out how to organise the Grand Entry, trying 

to remember names and most importantly smiling. 

The night was a complete success, as Happy notified me 

that it was a record breaking crowd, which warms my heart as 

these poor people have been unlucky with heavy rainfall for 

the last 3 years on this very event. I even got my work out for 

the day, helping lead/run an adorable little cowgirl around her 

first ever set of barrels. Everyone at Wagga were so welcoming 

and so kind, I felt like I was right at home, not 1600 kms from 

the Whitsundays. 

Thank you to a particular lovely lady, Kath Hobbs, for 

opening your doors to me and keeping me company through 

my time in Wagga, you are a truly extraordinary woman. I was 

very sad to leave but duty called and I was keen to get home 

to see the rest of my family. 

I flew home Monday, jumped straight in the car and headed 

4 hours North-West to Charters Towers, where I was fortunate 

enough to jump in the ring with some mighty big bulls to help 

sell. The owners, Lawson and Bill Camm, local family friends 

from Proserpine, were kind enough to offer me a percentage 

of the sale of one particular bull to go towards my chosen 

charity, The Burrumbuttock Hay Runners. Tuesday brought me 

back home (finally) to Proserpine where my beautiful family 

and friends organised a homecoming celebration. 

I arrived in the back of a brand new Red Toyota Hilux, 

covered in Australian flags, balloons and streamers, while the 

country rock music blared. Walking up a red carpet, I was met 

with the Major of the Whitsundays, Andrew Wilcox, along 

with 2 other members of parliament and of course my loud, 

boisterous and fabulous family and friends. Sadly plans to 

attend Ballarat Rodeo the following weekend were cut, as a 

loss to my family tore through us and I made the decision to 

stay by the side of my family through this time. But I’m back 

on my feet, I am planning for my year ahead. 

That has been my first few weeks as Miss Rodeo Australia 

2017! I dare say it’s been an eventful time and I’m looking 

forward to my new position, new experiences and new life on 

the road, chasing Rodeos. 

Yours truly, 
Emma Deicke
Miss Rodeo Australia 2017 

20  |  MARCH 2017  |  Rodeo News

Getting ready for my first Grand Entry!
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I got to spend some time in the  

REX Airlines Lounge waiting for my flight from 

Sydney to Wagga.

On my way to  

Wagga Wagga Rodeo.

I sat with Australian country  

music star Adam Harvey on the flight from 

Sydney to Wagga.

With John ‘Happy’ Gill at 

Wagga Wagga Rodeo.

At my home coming celebration with Parliamentary Members 

- Member for Nanango Deborah Frecklington and Member for 

Whitsunday Jason Costigan. 

Autograph signing in the 

Wagga Mall.

With my family upon 

returning home.


